a scale when | enter some 
parameters like size, start 
and fsd values? To be honest, 
| have become weary of tin- 
kering with Autocad. 

Tom Lengerer 


Well Tom the problem is neither 
new nor oddball because at 
www.qsl.net/wbébld/index we 
found software that goes back to 
the DOS age. Just before printing 
this issue, the contents of the 
qsl.net website appeared to have 
been moved to http://tonnesoft- 
ware.com. The meter scale design 
software is still free and has been 
upgraded to run under Windows! 





Symmetrical mod for 
preamp Dear Jan — | was 
much impressed by the Digital 
Controlled High-End Preamp 
published in the April 2004 
issue and wondered if you 
have any plans to do a ver- 
sion with symmetrical outputs? 
M. Ciop 


There no firm plans but as always 
we might be persuaded if suffi- 
cient interest is expressed by other 
readers. Meanwhile, why not use 
an existing circuit from our mas- 
sive archive, for example, Bal- 
anced/Unbalanced Converters 
for Audio Signals from the March 
1998 issue. 





MC input on Valve 
Preamp Dear Elektor — | 
would like to know if it would 
be possible to connect an 
MC (moving-coil) pickup ele- 
ment to the input of your 
Valve Preamplifier 
(September 2003, Ed.) 

R. Gollon 


The existing phono (MD) input is 
not easily modified or adapt to 
MC elements because of insuffi- 
cient gain and a too high noise 
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level. There exist MC-to-MD 
matching transformers (for exam- 
ple, Ortofon). The same function 
is obtained from our Ultra Low 
Noise MC Amplifier published in 
December 1998. The high-end 
electronic circuit may solve your 
problem if the transformer alter- 
native is expensive or difficult to 
get. Another suggestion would be 
to use a dedicated MC preamp, 
for example, the one from the 
June 1999 issue, although we 
realize that may defeat the pur- 
pose of using valves for their 
characteristic sound. 





Well done guys Dear 
Editor — last time | wrote to 
you about the lack of source 
code for projects comprising 
an MCU in general and your 
PICProg 2003 project in par- 
ticular (existing correspon- 
dence refers, Ed.). 

| guess that if | can complain 
when | find something to be 
below my expectations, then 
| should also be prepared to 
communicate praise when a 
subject brings more than | 
anticipated. This is how | find 
the Multi Programmer on USB 
published in the June 2004 
issue. Not only is the source 
code publicly available but 
the programmer in itself is 
more versatile than the 
PICProg 2003 ever was. 

| very much like the adoption 
of the USB as the communica- 
tion interface, and | find the 
possibility to keep the object 
code in a serial EEPROM to 
be simply brilliant! | know that 
this is a feature of the chosen 
MCU but since | didn’t know 
about this beforehand | was 
very pleased to have it 
brought to my attention. 
Despite my pleasure with the 
design | do not plan on build- 
ing the Multi Programmer. | 
have purchased a PlCStart 
Plus Programmer which once 
and for all has solved all of 


my problems with burning 
Microchip MCUs. 
Klaus Klug Christansen 


About nine out of ten MCU-based 
projects published in Elektor Elec- 
tronics now come with the source 
code freely available from our 
website or on a disk (at nominal 
cost). In the case of the PICProg 
2003, the author receives royalty 
payments for every copy sold of 
the MCU, hence the source or hex 
code could not be made publicly 
available. We will endeavour to 
avoid such situations in the future, 
but can not rule out that a project 
containing ‘closed’ software is so 
good that we feel it deserves pub- 
lication. The response to the 
PICProg 2003 project, by the way, 
was beyond our expectations. 





Image tracking Dear Jan 
— | always look forward to 
the July/August edition of 
your magazine with its circuit 
ideas. They remind me of the 
Engineers Notebook section 
of McGraw Hill’s Electronics 
in the 1970s. It was also 
nice to see a much brighter 
cover than of late. So much 
easier to find on the maga- 
zine rack. 

The TV Commercials Killer 
project was most impressive 
and although | would like to 
use it, as you know terrestrial 
TV in this country doesn’t 
have these logos. However 
you should consider the pos- 
sibility of making it into a 
more general purpose image 
processor. Take a look at 
http:/Awww-2.cs.cmu.edu/ 
~cmucam 

which uses the same hard- 
ware for image tracking in a 
robotic application. 

Keep up the good work and 
keep a tight reign on your 
graphic designers. White-out 
text on pictures is particularly 
difficult to read. 

Peter Cottriall 





The design should be suitable for 
many stations broadcasting via 
satellite. Image tracking in robots 
is a hot item, perhaps other read- 
ers have further information that 
would help us design a project. 


CORRECTIONS & 
UPDATES 


Canon EOS Cameras go 
Wireless 

July/August 2004, p. 102-14, 
030432-1. 

A 9N battery is shown in the 
circuit diagram of the transmit 
ter. This should be a pack of 
three AAA batteries (4.5 V). 
The parts list should be amend- 
ed to read: BT1 = 4.5 V, 3 
AAA batteries with holder. 


Atmel Programmer 
September 2001, p. 52, 
010005-1. 

The author has supplied yet 
another update for the 
Windows software. The latest 
version now reads signature 
bytes correctly in all cases. 
Free Download, file number 
010005-11, September 2001. 
The firmware in controller no. 
010005-41 remains 
unchanged. 


MailBox Terms 


— Publication of reader’s correspon- 
dence is at the discretion of the 
Editor. 

— Viewpoints expressed by corres- 
pondents are not necessarily 

those of the Editor or Publisher. 

— Correspondence may be translated 
or edited for length, clarity and 
style. 

— When replying to Mailbox corre- 
spondence, please quote Issue 
number. 

— Please send your MailBox corre- 
spondence to: 
editor@elektor-electronics.co.uk or 
Elektor Electronics, The Editor, RO. 
Box 190, 

Tunbridge Wells TN5 7WY, England. 





